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PRELIMINARY REPORT OW SURVEY OF PARI ACCIDENTS 


Reserve One person was injured a peneneve last quarter of 1946, for every 28 farms 


ineluded in a sainple survey made by the Bureau of eroureir at Economics of the 
U.:S, Department of Agriculture, ‘The injuries ranved in severity from a fatal burn 
to a mashed fingere 

The survey, made in January 1947, included about 15,000 farms in 814 
counties. The method of selection was designed to obtain figures representative of 
the entire Nation. Although subject to later revision, the figures thus obtained 
are the most complete yet available on farm accidents, 


The accidents reported included all injuries to. persons living or vorking 
on farms covered in the survey, regardless of whether the injuries occurred on or 
off of the farm, Ilfedical, dental and hospital expenses resulting from these eccie= 
dents amounted to a Little more than $40 per person injured, The time lost from 
usual activities (work for adults and school or play for children) was reported to 
be about three weeks per farm person injured, 


if the farms included in the survey were typical of the entire country, the 
results would indicate that from October throigh December there were roughly 
210,000 pega ones that injured people living or working on farms; that the injuries 
cost a total of 38,750,000 for medical, dental and hospital expenses; and that the 


time lost from “stay ae ee tota 16d 43 million days, 


The survey indicated that about 8 percent of all the injuries were in the 
Jontheastern States, 10 percént in the Western States, 38 percent in the Worth 
Central States, and nearly 44 percent in the Southern States, Although the number 
of injuries was closely related to the number of people living or working on farms 
in gach area, the rate was a little above average in the highly mechanized North 
Central States, Only 12 percent of the injuries involving costs were covered by 
any insurance, and these were averse to an extent of only 15 percent of ‘the Voual 
costs to those insured, 


Falls injured more farm people than eny other type of accident, and falls 
on stairs and steps or from vehicles were the most common, Falls on ice and falls 
involving home furnishings also led to a number of serious injuries, WHany of the’ 
common falls resulted from carelessness and the disorderly condition of piekay ok - 
shops, alleyways and barns. Sa onyenee involved in over 14 percent of the acci-= 
dents, and tractors in a third of the accidents caused by machinery, Gorm pickers 
were the second most common cause of injuries from machinery, Of the other acci-= 
dents caused by machinery, combines, circular saws, mowing machines, corn shellers 
and grain elevators were reported most frequently. Farm animals osheed 12 percent 
of the accidents reported, Horses and mules were responsible for 60 percent of 
thesée 


nearly 60 percent of the people injured were adults between 25 and G4 yoars 
old. This age group represents about the same propor’ ion of the total farm popula. 
tine Between the ages of 14 and 64, there were about four times as mény boys and 
men injured as there were women and girls, Of the youngsters under 14, nearly 65 
percent were boyse 


About 56 percent of. the accidents to farm people were the result of farn 
work, while only 8 percent occurred in oe with housework, Recreation and 


other activities accounted for the rest... About helf the accidents oscurred outside 
UA 


the home, but on the farm. One-quarter were in ne home, and one-cishth were on the 
road or street. : | 


More farm people had accidents in October than in either November or 
December, probably because of the large amount of harvest work in October. 


ees bout 46 percent of all accidents were to farm operators and in 7 out of 
every 10 accidents the operator was doing farm work, In contrast, although acci- F 
dents to members of operators! families amounted to nearly 46 percent of the total,\ 
only 4 out of 10 were performing farm work. : Bit 

In general, these data are not considered adequate for making national ese 
timates of the number of accidents by types. Also, the sample used was not large 
enough to answer certain fundamental questions ~ such as giving an adequately ace 
curate estimate of fatal accidents out of all accidents on the nationts farms. Nor 
was it large enough for reliable State accident estimates or for more detailed study 
of the causes of accidents to farm people. 


Accidents on farms; Place of accident by tyne, by person injured and by 
type of activity, October ~ December, 1946 a? 
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Accidents on farms by type’ of accident and sex of injured 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON SURVEY OF FARM ACCIDENTS 


One person was injured during the last quarter of 1946, for every 28 farms included in a 
sample survey made by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics of the U. S. Department of Agricul- 
jture. The injuries ranged in severity from a fatal burn to a mashed finger. 


The gurvey, made in January 1947, included about 15,000 farms in 814 counties. The 
method of selection was designed to obtain figures representative of the entire Nation. The 
figures thus obtained are the most complete yet available on farm accidents. 


The accidents reported included all injuries to persons living or working on farms 
covered in the survey, regardless of whether the injuries occurred on or off of the farm, Medi- 
' cal, dental and hospital expenses resulting from these accidents amounted to a little more than 
$40 per person injured. The time lost from usual activities (work for adults and school or 
play for children) was reported to be about three weeks per farm person injured. 


If the farms included in the survey were typical of the entire country, the results 
would indicate that from October through December there were roughly 210,000 accidents that 
injured people living or working on farme; that the injuries cost a total of $8,750,000 for 
medical, dental and hospital expenses; and that the time lost from usual activities totaled 
4% million days. 


The survey indicated that about 8 percent of all the injuries were in the Northeastern 
States, 10 percent in the Western States, 38 percent in the North Central States, and nearly hy 
percent in the Southern States. Although the number of injuries was closely related to the 
number of people living or working on farms in each area, the rate was a little above average 
in the highly mechanized North Central States. Only 19 percent of the injuries involving costs 
were covered by any insurance, and these were covered to an extent of only 15 percent of the 
total costs to those insured. 


Falls injured more farm people than any other type of accident, and falls on stairs and 
steps or from vehicles were the most common, Falls on ice and falis involving home furnishings 
also led to a number of serious injuries. Many of the common falls resulted from carelessness 
and the disorderly condition of stairways, shops, alleyways and barns. Machinery was involved 
in over 14 percent of the accidents, and tractors in a third of the accidents caused by machi- 
nery. Corn pickers were the second most common cause of injuries from machinery, Of the other 
accidents caused by machinery, combines, circular saws, mowing machines, corn shellers and 
grain elevators were reported most frequently. Farm animals caused 12 percent of the accidents 
reported. Horses and mules were responsible for 60 percent of these. 


j Nearly 60 percent of the people injured were adults between 25 and 64 years old. This 

- age group represents about the same proportion of the total farm population. Between the ages 
of 14 and 64, there were about four times as many boys and men injured as there were women and 
girls. Of the youngsters under 14, nearly 65 percent were doys. 


About 56 percent of the accidents to farm people were the result of farm work, while 
only 8 percent occurred in connection with housework. Recreation and other activities account= 
ed for the rest. About half the accidents, occurred outside the home, but on the farm. One- 
quarter were in the home, and one-eighth were on the road or street. 

’ More farm people had accidents in October than in either November or December, probably 
because of the large amount of harvest work in October. 


d About 46 percent of all accidents were to farm operators and in 7 out of every 10 acci- 
dents the operator was doing farm work. In contrast, although accidents to members of opera- 
tors' families amounted to nearly 45 percent of the total, only 4 owt of 10 were performing 
farm work, 


In general, these data are not considered adequate for making national estimates of the 
number of accidents by types. Also, the sample used was not large enough to anewer certain 
fundamental questions ~ such as giving an adequately accurate estimate of fatal accidents out 
of all accidents on the Nation's farms.’ Nor waz it large enough for reliable State accident 
esti ‘a5 or for more detailed study of the sauses of accidents to farm people. 
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UNITED S° S DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE ide te rail 
a AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS | NOVEMBER 1948 
‘WASHINGTON 25, D. C. oA ecm omer tay 


_ ACCTDEYES 10 FARM PEOPLE AND FARM WORKERS, JANUARY — APRIL 1928 

Five persons were “reported injured ee the first 4 months of 1948 fou 
every 100 farms included in a sample survey made by the Bureau of Ag imei 
Economics, The survey, the second of a series designed to cover nll seasons of 
the year, included interviews of a sample of about 12,000 farmers in ae counties, 
selected to be representative of the entire Naticn,. L/ 


From the survey it is estimated that for the whole Nation, £2 arn people: 

and farm workers had approximately 275,000 lost-time accidents during the 4 
months January through April, and lost 6 million days or more from regular 
activities. No allowance was made for time lost by persons who were fatelly 
injured or permanently and totally disabled, Average time lost per accident 
reported was about 22 days, or just over 3 weeks, Medical, dental, and hospital 
expenses which resulted from these accidents avernged just over $40 per person 
injured, or about $52 per person if accidents involving no such costs are ex 
cluded, The total bill for medical, dental, and hospital care of injured per-— 
sons was estimated at more than 11 million dollars. 


Twice as many farm people were injured in falls as in any other tyne of 
accident, Falls on ice were more numerous than any other kind of fall, but falls 
on stairs, from vehicles, from structures, and from home furniture led to many 
serious injuries. The next most common type of accident involved animals, Horses 
and males were responsible for half of these accidents, and cattle other than 
pulls for athird, Very few accidents involving bulls were reported.» Taird) sr 
importance were accidents due to motor vehicles which accounted for 1 out of 
every 9, with passenger cars responsible for 70 percent and trucks for more than 
25 percent of such accidents, Trailers and motorcycles accounted Foe the Lem 
mainder, Accidents due to machines were the fourth most common type; they were 
about 10 percent of the tetel, Tractors accounted for 30 percent of the machine 
accidents dur ing this 4 month period, Among hand tools, axes caused more lost— 
time accidents than was true of any other tool. ‘They were involved in 4 percent 
of 21] accidents — as many as the falls on the ice and as many as the accidents 
involving cattle other than bulls. Injuries that resulted from the handling of 
heavy objects, stepping on or striking against sharp objacts, and being in the 
way of falling trees and lumber also pujked large in the total; they agzregated 
13 percent of all accidents. Some 10 percent of all accidents were not. suffice. 
iently described: to permit classification into ae one of ae nine major types. 


i Accidents to men and boys were considerably more numerous than nouideaes 

to women end girls in all age groups. Twice as many boys in the age group. under 
14 years were injured as*were girls. In the 14 - 64 nge group, about 4.tines 

as Many men and boys were injured as women and giris, and for those 65 years 

old or older 3 times as many men as women wers indande Combining all ages, 

35... times as many men and boys were injured as women and girls. the oe 
edést of medical care inereased with increasing age, but the average cost of this 
care to males and to females showed no significant. éifferencs, About 49 percent 
of all accidents were the result of farm work. Of the total, 18 percent occurred 
while the injured was doing chores and 3] percent while i aS in. other form 
work. Only 5 percent of the accidents were associated with housework; 16 percent 
happened in the course of recreational -activities; nnd ZO percent occurred while 

the injured was engaged in some other or in an unspecified activity. More bhan, 


i/ he first report in the Rati awa issued May 29, 1947.ond is antitiod ” } 
"eralimina ry Report on Survey of Farm Accidents.’ 
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Preps dotie. fern ee “but only. ah a third: of the accidents to. Pai e 
were associated with farm work, .Almost-a third of the accidents that” inv 
members of operctors! families were. recreational accidents. : . 
aN . 4 

ove accidents occurred in kort than in any of the 3 earlier months, — 
Eecstly because of @reater farm-work activity. Accidents which occurred: 
the injured person was doing ferm work other: than chores increa sed os ala 
March to April. 

of greater haste and Mestiead on the part of persons who ha dd boon voricng tong 
hours at other farm work and Dyceuse erm rete es 

shift the chores 

the hazards and les s qualifies ie Bost a eR hazards. 

other» activities were no ‘more numerous in April than in March, ag niente Be biel: 
‘pected, the Locations in which accidents increased from March to April ‘were in 
the barn or other buildings and elsewhere on the farm, as it is in these two- 


tions that the bulk of the farm work is done. By types, the incrense was |. 


distributed between the accidents that involve hand tools, machines, enimnls 
MS ns or shock, handling Gps ROE a ty falling objects, and stepping on or ctr fiking 


Obes tonal distributions of accident numbers, lost time, and medical oe 
differ somewhat fron the regional distribution of the farm wounds hecne The™ 
N rtheast, with slightly less than 9 percent of the farm population, reported 
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Table 1. ~Accidents to farm veople and farm vorlers: “Elace of accident by type of 
accident, by person injured, and by activity, January through April 1948 
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Table 3,—Accidents to fnrm people and an workers: . Average cost per «ecident 
and extent of insurance covernge, by geographic area, January through 


April 1948 
4 Average cost »sExtent of insurance coverage, 
ter accident i petacei dents snvolving Cosy 
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Table 4,~Accidents to farm people and farm workers: Average cost per accident, 
by place,of »ccident and by age group, January through April 1948 
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Table 6.~ Accidents to farm people and farm workers: Distribution sbetween region: 
of farm population, farm accidents, time lost, ema cost - 
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i/ farm population as of Jamuary 1, as previously published by.the Byreau ‘of 
Asricultural Economics, January 1948, as BE a8 


Table 7o- Accidents to farm péople and farm workers: Loss of time from regular 
activities due to accidents, by geographic areas 


> Aversege days t:Percentage of accidents, by maher of days lost 


Geographic area : lost per SS me IP eB ieee GOL. 8 3 BSL chearel eels ; 
Bie a 7. Susccident: 35 days ..t-/days.... 3...or owerlan wetope 
: Number 2 “Percent Percent Percent Perceni 
Northeast : 22 oy siete 38 : 20, 100 
North Central : Le ‘ 4? a : 37 Bah Bis . 100 
south : 22 e 53 34, ES 100 
9 2: 
West 19 : 43 42 £5 100 
United States 2 22 : 49 ae 14 100 
i : ae ec 


Math. 


Table 8.- Farn population and accidents to farm people and farm workers! 


_ Distributions by age group, January. through April 1948 


a a Re A |e 


ou 


Age group De he Population 1/ a Accidents 
en percenb eG Ok Poroene 
Under I years eo... : 30 17. 
Deedee ey fue Yee a 18 . 17 
PAS a a eh a a a is 31 
Wh ~- Ob wears (0... es. nes 20 . 2h 
65 years ‘and over ..... ¢- f; vi 
Age: wnknown 2. a.) a ~ 2 
lie Gels REY Ae Mae ae 100 100 


to A 


1/ Age distribution of farm population as of April 1947, CensussBAE, No. 11. 


Table 9. -Farm population and accidents to farm people and farm workers: S 
Age group of person injured, by tyoe of accident, January through 
5 ts hs ’ 
Avril 1948 


CS ene 


Nn GALS SPO iy! 


3. Under 14° :°14 -.64.':. 65 years : i = Rotella 
years 2 years Sandnover 1 Unknowmes 
: Percent 
Harmepopulation/ 1/..... ts 30 63 eats S 100 
Type of accident: . ete Eee TL Atte en lalmues Ss ou ) 
Hatls or persons...) ae 6 16 3 Shaan 25 
PURE CERT Gu tey tela rt Se aren the A: 10 i *% ae 
MOUOMAV EAL CVES + iu c a, : 3 if * * 11 
Pe aS Si Wed sevice a icine’ a 7 1 10 
PEECOOU ST cts gL c Naas 1 6 * ~ nig 
Handling objects ..... ste * 6 man ~ ? 
stepving on or striking : Bil: 
afeings>t' onjects ii. 1 5 iv - i; 
Pauline objects iy oo * 5 pee ~ 6 
memmenor saock 2.40.4. 4 : a hy * = 5 
erreur ue erie Wl : 3 5 *H * 8 
DCEO ur ue Wun s: ae : * 1 - i. a 
Pel Tubtynee aut. kd : 17 72 9 2 100 


* Less than 0.5 percent. 


1/ Age distribution of farm population as of April 1947, Gensus-BAN, No. ll. 


oie 


Table 10, -Accidents to farm people and farm workers! Activity of injured 


Person injured 


person, by person's status on farm, January through April 1948 


eee SS ee ee a a a eg a ag ne Fe SD 


° * Naqer 7 
4 Otnrer 


‘House-: Chores : farm ‘Recrea-: All 3 Un- :Totals 


iy yi ie we Wore Sali gai gwen 0 phone other 
: - Percent 
Operator Sallie 10 18 1 it * Ay 
Member of family ° Ly 7 8 14 al 4 om 
Hired worker gia 1 4 * 2 ~ fi 
All others a Re - a 3 “ 6 
Unicnowmn : = we af i * t 7 
ane aah ha PIT a te a 
Total oe) 18 31 16 28 2 100 
* Less than 0.5 percent. 


Table 11. ~Accidents to farm people and farm workers: Average cost and average 
number of days lost yer accident, by tyne of accident, Janvary through 


Avril 1948 


Type of 2 Awéragée cost : Average number of days 
aa talle:(C0i, AS3 5 8 a a Lc piper acel dent ary, 3 lost per accident 
: Dollars Number 
SRE Oph fea dc tines waite wobgte 75 2 
er CS a olen) Pilla aie eels os 58 32 
Burns or shock ..... 5 EEO eke pate NS Ls : 16 
eS OL EPSONE 2 lic pana se Fi No tree 26 
POO FCC US oh. dak wale pa elec’ : 39 ; “ 23, 
a i ani nle's ng o AG tom RS 29 17 
Bee Ae OUGSOES Yilleiicwineeva bob ces : 2> we secre 14 
POO Ne sk bask als ee pedeyd aoe ; 18 12 
Stepping on or striking against t 
eT iis Sige in sacred 6 ete gh ee : 17 16 
Niki) s thin dle oe wes UB ae ie worden Lyd | 31 
Bee TS Bh. (F3 y. pita, bos penta buswtulon ho | Pet 


1/ Including accidents involving no cost, 


% 


